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Looking to rent an engineering drilling rig in Portugal this year? With infrastructure projects booming
nationwide - from Lisbon's Metro expansion to Algarve's water well instalations - demand for heavy
equipment rentals is skyrocketing. But how much will a rig actually cost per month? Let's break down the
latest rental prices, hidden fees, and proven strategies to maximize your ROI.

Why 78% of Contractors Prefer Renting Over Buying in Portugal

Purchasing a new drilling rig in Portugal requires EUR150,000-EUR450,000 upfront. For most
small-to-medium projects, monthly rental costs of EUR3,800-EUR9,500 make far better financial sense. Local
suppliers like Sojoroto and Drill Tech Portugal now offer flexible terms:

Rotary rigs: EUR4,200-EUR7,900/month (depth capacity: 150-400m)
DTH hammer rigs: EUR5,500-EUR9,500/month (ideal for rocky terrains)
Portable rigs: EUR3,800-EURG,300/month (best for narrow urban sites)

Case Study: How aFaro Project Cut Costs by 34%

When renovating Albufeira's aging water system, contractor Grupo Aguas compared quotes from 3 suppliers.
By negotiating a 6-month package (instead of paying price per month rates), they secured a Bauer BG 28 rig
for EUR21,500 total - 34% below standard pricing. Bonus. The deal included free operator training.

3 Hidden Fees That Inflate Y our Rental Bill
Always verify what's included in your quotation. Portuguese supplierstypically charge extrafor:

Transport (EUR300-EUR1,200 depending on rig size)
Operator fees (EUR140-EUR250/day if not included)
Emergency repairs beyond basic maintenance

Pro Tip: German-made rigs like Klemm often have lower repair costs than Chinese models. A 2023 survey
showed Klemm KR 806-3G models had 23% fewer breakdowns in Portuguese limestone sites.
How to Get the Best 2024 Deals

With Portugal's construction sector growing 4.8% YoY (INE data), early booking is crucial. Follow this
buying guide:
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1. Compare price lists from at least 3 local suppliers (e.g., Sojoroto vs. Drill Tech vs. Hutte Portugal)
2. Ask about government incentives - Some Alentejo projects qualify for 15% VAT rebates on rentals
3. Negotiate bulk rates for projects over 4 months

Last month, a geothermal drilling team in Porto saved EUR2,100/month by opting for a dightly older Soilmec
SF-204 model instead of the latest version. Sometimes, "last year's tech” works perfectly!

The Takeaway: Act Before Summer Peak Season

As of April 2024, average engineering drilling rig rental costs in Portugal remain stable. However, summer
demand (June-September) often triggers 12-18% price hikes. Smart contractors are finalizing contracts now -
will you? Request supplier quotes this week to lock in 2024 rates.
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