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Did you know 80% of mineral exploration delays come from using outdated drilling equipment? As demand

surges in Canada's gold fields and Australia's lithium projects, teams are racing to upgrade their core drilling

solutions before 2025 targets kick in. Let's break down what this means for your budget and operations.

The $2.1 Billion Problem: Why Exploration Teams Struggle

Global mineral exploration spending jumped 16% year-over-year in 2023 (S&P Global Data), but outdated

tools are causing critical bottlenecks:

21% higher fuel costs with legacy diesel-powered rigs

45% of diamond drill bits failing before 500m depth

$18k/day losses from rig downtime in remote sites

A Yukon-based copper explorer lost $2.7 million last winter when their 2018-model rig couldn't handle -40?C

conditions. That's why smart teams are shifting strategies now.

2025's Game-Changing Core Drilling Innovations

Top core drilling solutions suppliers now offer hybrid rigs cutting fuel use by 38%, like Bauer's new KR

806-7G model. These units handle both:

Deep exploration drilling (up to 2,000m)

High-speed shallow sampling (300m/day)

Price points start at $280,000 for mid-tier models - 22% cheaper than 2020 equivalents when factoring in fuel

savings. China's SANY Heavy Industry recently sold 40 SYR-200 rigs to Chilean lithium miners at $210k/unit

via bulk deals.

Your 2025 Buying Guide: Costs vs ROI

Here's how major suppliers stack up:

  

    Supplier

    Model
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    Price Range

    ROI Timeline

  

  

    Atlas Copco

    CS4000

    $325k-$410k

    14 months

  

  

    Sandvik

    DE730

    $290k-$375k

    18 months

  

  

    SANY

    SYR-200

    $210k-$265k

    11 months

  

*Prices include 2-year service contracts. Ask suppliers about government incentives - Quebec offers 15% tax

credits for electric drill rig purchases through 2026.

How to Lock In 2025 Pricing Today

With steel prices projected to rise 9% next quarter, leading suppliers like Boart Longyear are honoring 2024

quotes for Q1 2025 deliveries. Here's your action plan:

Request customized quotations showing fuel/maintenance savings

Compare price per drilled meter across 3 bids

Negotiate bundled deals - drills + bits + training

A Nevada gold project recently saved $58k per rig by ordering 5 units with spare parts. Remember: The best

core drilling solutions pay for themselves in recovered ore, not just upfront costs. Get your 2025-ready quote

before summer's buying rush begins.
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